NB: Dies ist ein Auszug aus dem noch nicht völlig

fertiggestellten Entwurf zum Audio-CD Resource

Book, der ausschließlich als Muster für die Teilneh-

mer an der FMF-Veranstaltung in Erlangen dient.
The hills are bare now

And autumn leaves lie thick and still.

O’er land that is lost now,

Which those so dearly held

That stood against him,

Proud Edward’s army,

And sent him homeward

Tae think again.

Those days are past now

And in the past they must remain.

But we can still rise now

And be the nation again

That stood against him,

Proud Edward’s army,

And sent him homeward,

Tae think again.

The hills are bare now

And Autumn leaves lie thick and still.

O’er land that is lost now,

Which those so dearly held

O, Flower of Scotland,

When will we see

Your like again,

That fought and died for

Your wee bit hill and glen,

And stood against him,

Proud Edward’s army,

And sent him homeward

Tae think again?

Taken from: The Corries: The Compact Collection.

The Corries (Music) Ltd. 

Vocabulary

3 your like (n.): s.o. like you – 5 wee (adj.): ScotE very small – 5 glen (n.): a deep narrow valley (in Scotland or Ireland) – 9 tae: ScotE for to

Explanations

1/7 Flower of Scotland/Edward: Edward I invaded Scotland in 1296; in 1297 the Scottish War of Independence began, when William Wallace defeated the English forces in the battle at Stirling Bridge and was later named “Guardian of Scotland”. – The defeat of the Scots in the Battle of Falkirk one year later is not referred to in this song
Tasks for tracks 4, 5 and 6

Content

1 
Which elements in these excerpts would seem to typify national anthems?

Language

1 
Find the two examples in “God Save the Queen” of the subjunctive in English.

2 
Consult your grammar book to find out how this mood is used.

3 
Compare the uses of the subjunctive in English and German.

Opinion

1 
Did you like the melody and/or texts of these anthems? Give reasons.

2 
Do you agree with the idea in general of having national anthems? Say why/why not.

3 
What purposes do you think national anthems might serve?

Project

1 
Interview any English, Welsh or Scots nationals you know and ask them to describe their feelings when they hear such songs.

2 
Find out how the German army music corps prepares for state visits. How many different national anthems do they have to be able to play, for example? The following website might be a good starting point: 

http://worldmilbands.ottawa.com/index.html 

3 
Compare and contrast the elements in your national or state anthem with those here.

7
Tony Benn: Speech on Britain and Europe
[5’31”]

VF Special, Special Feature 3, Task 2; Chapter 6, Text 3, illustration of parliamentary procedures

Anthony Neil Wedgewood Benn (born in 1925) began his career as a labour politician in 1950, representing the industrial constituency of Chesterfield in north-west England, but was debarred from the House of Commons on succeeding to the title of Viscount Stansgate in 1960. He renounced his title in 1963 and was re-elected. During his career he held several cabinet posts, but he was most famous for his oratorical speeches as a Labour peer against what he considered to be the right-wing Tory government. He held particularly strong views on Britain’s membership of the European Union, as highlighted in this speech of 20 November 1991. He retired at the end of the Thatcher era, but will undoubtedly be remembered as one of the most prolific and controversial British politicians of the twentieth century.

This is a transcript of part of a speech he made in the House of Commons on 20 November 1991 in which he criticised Britain’s membership of the European Union and the signing of the Maastricht treaty.

There are three things that have interested me about this debate. First of all there is a fundamental agreement between the three party leaders. The Prime Minister is on the eve of negotiation. He has to be cautious. The leader of the opposition is hoping to take over. He can be bolder. The Liberal Party, far from office, can be quite clear about its objective. But there isn’t really any disagreement at all about what is happening, which is that we should move first from the original membership through the Single European Act into something stronger. 

The second thing which interests me about the debate is the degree of caution that has emerged from people who, when we discussed it 20 years ago, were much more uncritical about it. And the third thing – perhaps I may be allowed to say – some satisfaction that, 21 years after I urged a referendum, I should have won the Right Honourable lady, the member for Finchley, and the Right Honourable gentleman, the member for Yeovil, to my cause. If you have to wait 21 years, it’s worth waiting for some recognition that the people have a right in their government. 

I mean I recognise that when the three front benches agree, I’m in a minority. I accept that and my next job is to explain to the people of Chesterfield what we have decided. And the first thing I shall have to explain to them is: My dear constituents, in future you will be governed by people you do not elect and cannot remove. I’m sorry about it. They may give you better creches, they might give you shorter working hours, but you can’t remove them. Now the importance of democracy – I know it sounds negative but I’ve always thought it very positive – is that you can remove without bloodshed the people who govern you. You can get rid of a Callaghan, you can get rid of a Wilson. You can get rid of a right honourable lady – even by internal processes. You can get over a Huntingdon. But you can’t do it in this structure. So, even if you like their policies, you can’t.

Secondly you’re saying to the people – you know, my favourite friends the Chartists and the Suffragettes – that all your struggles to get control of the ballot-box were a waste of time. We’re going to be run in future by a few white persons, like they did in 1832, and the instrument, I might add, is the Royal Prerogative of treaty making. For the first time since 1649 the Crown makes the laws. All right, advised by the Prime Minister. 

Now, you know, you’ve got to ask yourself what will happen when people realise that that’s what we’ve done. Funny to me, we’ve had a marvellous debate about Europe. We’ve none of us discussed our relations with the people who’ve sent us here. Nobody’s mentioned they’ve got views on Albania, on the Baltic states. I’ve been dazzled by the knowledge of the continent of which we’re all members. 

Nobody in this debate has spoken about how they got here and what they were sent here to do. Nobody has said it. Now you see the reality is this: that if you lose the power to sack your government one of a number of things happens. First of all people just slope off, and apathy could destroy democracy. When the turnout drops below 50% you’re in danger: well, the United States – very low turnout. And that’s partly the scale of it, I might add. The second thing you can do is riot. Now riot is an old-fashioned method for drawing attention to what is wrong to the government. It’s very difficult for an elected person ever to admit it, but the riots in Strangeways produced some prison reforms. And riot has historically played a much larger part in British politics that we allow it to be known. The third thing is nationalism. Instead of blaming the Treaty of Rome you say it’s those Germans again, it’s the French. And you build nationalism out of frustration of the fact that you can’t get your way through the ballot-box. And with nationalism comes repression. Now I must tell the House, I hope it doesn’t sound pessimistic, it’s not in my view, I think democracy hangs by a thread in every country in the world and unless you can offer people a peaceful route for the resolution of their injustices through the ballot-box, they will not listen to a House that has handed it away. This chamber has lost confidence in democracy. It’s got to be governed by somebody else. It’s afraid to use the powers entrusted to it by its own constituents. It has traded power for status. You get asked on the telly – I’m a Member of Parliament. You don’t want to use your power and it’s accepted the role of a spectator and joined what Bagehot called the dignified part of the constitution, leaving the Crown under the control of the Prime Minister to be the executive power. I think if democracy’s destroyed in Britain, it won’t be the Communists, the Trotskyists, the subversives, it’ll be this House that threw it away.

And the rights that we have entrusted to us are not for us to give away. Even if I agreed with everything my leader said I can’t hand away powers lent to me for five years by the people. I can’t do it. I just couldn’t do it. Because it would be theft of public rights. 

Taken from: Tony Benn: Speaking up in Parliament (Silverglade Associates Ltd., London).

Vocabulary

4 the eve of: the time just before an important event – 5  cautious (adj.): careful to avoid danger or risks – 13 to emerge (v.): to appear or come out from somewhere – 17 referendum (n.): G. ‘Volksent​scheid’ – 27 constituent (n.): member of a constituency (an area of the country that elects a representative to a parliament) – 30 creche (n.): a place where babies are looked after while their parents are at work – 34 bloodshed (n.): the killing of people – 45 prerogative (n.): a right that s.o. has because of their importance or position – 60 to sack (v.): BrE informal to dismiss s.o. from their job – 61 to slope off (phr. v.): BrE informal to leave somewhere quietly and secretly – 63 turnout (n.): the number of people who vote in an election – 65 scale (n.): the size or level of s.th. – 79 to hang by a thread (phr.): to be in a very dangerous situation – 98 leader (n.): here short for leader of the opposition.

Explanations

10-11 Single European Act: At Maastricht, the Treaty on European Union was signed in December 1991; for more information see 

www.keele.ac.uk/depts/po/pol/courses/m202/sea.htm. 
18 Right Honourable Lady, the member for Finchley: According to the rules of the House of Commons, addressing members of parliament directly must be avoided; thus Margaret Thatcher’s name is not used, but she is referred to as the representative of her constituency. – 19-20 the member for Yeovil: Paddy Ashdown, leader of the Liberal Democrats – 35-36 Callaghan/Wilson: names of former Prime Ministers – 38 Huntingdon: allusion to the then Prime Minister, John Major, member for Huntingdon – 90 Bagehot: Walter Bagehot (1826-1877), influential editor of The Economist magazine and author of English Constitution (1867), which is still a standard work

Tasks

Listening comprehension exercise

See page 
Content

1 Summarize the speaker’s arguments.

Opinion

1
What is your opinion of Tony Benn’s argumentation?

2 
Would you agree with him when he explains to his constituents that “in future you will be governed by people you do not elect and cannot remove”? Give reasons.

3 
Do voters in your country also sometimes feel that they are powerless to influence political processes and politicians’ opinions?

Project

1
Find out about the background to:

 
(a) 
the tension between Britain and the other EU 

countries;

 
(b) 
the Chartists and the Suffragettes (l. 41);

 
(c) 
the statement “for the first time since 1649 the 

Crown makes the laws" (ll. 46-47);

 
(d) 
the riots in Strangeways (l. 69).

2
What consequences can it have for democracy when the turnout at an election is low?

8
Peter Sellers: “A Party–Political Speech”
[2’58”]

VF Special, Chapter 6, Text 1, introduction (parody of a politician’s speech – may serve as ironic example that being an MP “is a job which needs no qualifications”).

Peter Sellers was one of Britain’s most famous actors and comedians. Born on 8 September 1925, he began his career as an impressionist in his parents’ music hall show. His first break came in 1951 when he starred in the hugely successful Goon Show on BBC radio. Sellers was a master of impressionism, able to change roles and characters like “changing a jacket”, as one reviewer wrote about him. One of his best impressions was of former British prime minister Sir Winston Churchill. In 1963 he began his most famous role as the bungling detective Inspector Clouseau in the Pink Panther films, was nominated for Oscars on two occasions and won a British Academy Award. He died on 24 July 1980. Even his funeral was carried out in accordance with his tongue-in-cheek comic tradition: the actor had requested that Glenn Miller’s “In the Mood” be played in church.

This track, “A Party Political Speech”, is typical of Peter Sellers in that he often imitated and satirized the upper classes, especially their accent. Another of his famous satires of the British class system was aptly called “Fool Britannia”. The language of the speech is brilliantly satirical because the speaker actually says nothing at all, any meaning that there may have been getting lost in rhetorical phrases.


My friends, in the light of present-day developments, let me say right away that I do not regard existing conditions lightly. On the contrary, I have always regarded them as subjects of the gravest responsibility, and shall ever continue to do so. Indeed, I will even go further, and state quite categorically that I am more than sensible of the definition of the precise issues which are, at this very moment, concerning us all. We must build, but we must build surely. (Hear, hear.) 

Let me say just this. If any part of what I am saying is challenged then I am more than ready to meet such a challenge. For I have no doubt whatsoever that whatever I may have said in the past or what I am saying now is the exact, literal, and absolute truth as to the state of the case. (Hear, hear.)

I put it to you that this is not the time for vague promises of better things to come. For if I were to convey to you a spirit of false optimism then I should be neither fair to you nor true to myself.

But does this mean, I hear you cry, that we can no longer look forward to the future that is to come? Certainly not. (What about the workers?) What about the workers, indeed, sir? Grasp, I beseech you, with both hands (I’m so sorry, I beg your pardon, Madam.) the opportunities that are offered. Let us assume a bold front and go forward together. Let us carry the fight against ignorance to the four corners of the earth, because it is a fight which concerns us all. And now finally, my friends, in conclusion, let me say just this ...
Taken from: The Best of Peter Sellers (EMI Records UK Ltd., London). 

Vocabulary

4 gravest (adj.): most serious – 7 sensible (adj.): here aware – 16 to put it to s.o. (phr. v.): to ask a question, especially when you want to get s.o.’s opinion about s.th. – 23 to beseech (v.): literary to eagerly and anxiously ask s.o. for s.th..

Tasks
Content

1
Summarize the “content” of this speech.

Language

1
Identify the vocabulary that seems typical of a political speech.

2
Which elements of Peter Sellers’ pronunciation are supposed to make him sound like a speaker of RP?

Opinion

1 
Do you think this speech is amusing at all? Say why/why not.

2 
What or whom would you say Peter Sellers is poking fun at? 

Project

1 
Listen carefully to a politician holding a speech on television or the radio, in English if possible, and make a note of the content, the stylistic devices he or she uses, and whether you find the speech convincing. 

2 
Find out about other humorous ways of portraying politicians’ weaknesses. Suggested further reading in the Viewfinder Literature series: British Humour (München: Langenscheidt-Longman, 1999), ch. 4.

9
Jim Broadbent: A Sense of History

[1’09”]

VF Special, Special Feature 4, Text 2, illustration of class consciousness.

This extract has been taken from a BBC Radio 4 “Thirty-Minute Theatre” broadcast, and it is an example of the speech, accent and manner of the English landed gentry. The man who is speaking is an earl. An earl is an English nobleman, and the word “earl” originates from Roman times when it was bestowed on any nobleman bearing the title of the court. Most earls are descended from and related to the royal family and they are born into an inheritance. This means that they are aristocratic by birth and they inherit their title and the properties and estates that go with it. This earl has inherited an estate which has been “the ancestral seat” of his family since the eleventh century. The role of the earl is to run the estate and make it more productive than his ancestors did. This is proving increasingly difficult in the modern world, and many earls with smaller inheritances are forced to open their mansions and gardens to the public in order to make money and keep the traditional estate running. The whole play (of which this is only a very short extract) is in fact a satire on the behaviour and morals of the landed gentry. Jim Broadbent is a well-known and very accomplished British actor.

The great house behind me is the ancestral seat of my family. We have lived in a house on or near this site since the eleventh century. I am the 23rd earl. From the roof of the house any land one can see in any direction is part of our domain. It is my responsibility to conserve, nurture and develop the estate until such time as I can pass it on the 24th earl, secure in the knowledge that it is substantially larger and more productive than when it came into my care on the death of the 22nd earl, my father. 

I want to tell my story. In doing this I want, more than anything else, to demonstrate that at the very centre of my life there has been a sense of history. 

Taken from: BBC Radio 4 (London), 30.12.97.
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